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STORMWATER 21.01

21.01 PURPOSE AND NECESSITY; AUTHORIZATION.

The Village Board of the Village of Sturtevant finds that the management of stormwater 
and other surface water discharges within and beyond the Village is a matter that affects 
the health, safety and welfare of the Village, its citizens and businesses and others in the 
surrounding area. Failure to effectively manage stormwater affects the sanitary sewer 
utility operations of the Village by, among other things, increasing the likelihood of 
infiltration and inflow into the sanitary sewer system. Surface water runoff may cause 
erosion of lands, threaten residences and businesses with water damage, and create 
environmental damage to the rivers, streams and other bodies of water within and 
adjacent to the Village. A system for the collection and disposal of stormwater provides 
services to all properties within the Village of Sturtevant and surrounding areas, 
including those properties not currently served by the system. The cost of operating and 
maintaining the Village stormwater management system and financing necessary repairs, 
replacements, improvements and extensions thereof should, to the extent practicable, be 
allocated in relationship to the services received from the system. In order to protect the 
health, safety and welfare of the public, the Village Board hereby exercises its authority 
to manage stormwater and surface water discharges and establish the rates for stormwater 
management services.

21.02 CREATION OF STORMWATER COMMITTEE.  

There is hereby established a stormwater committee in the Village of Sturtevant, 
consisting of the Chairpersons of the Finance, Public Works and Water and Wastewater 
Committees. The operation of the stormwater committee shall be under the supervision 
of the Village Board.

21.03  SEPARATE FUND.

The Village Clerk/Treasurer, under the direction of the stormwater committee, shall keep 
a separate account of money or income received from all stormwater management 
charges collected relating to the stormwater management system and the fund thereby 
created shall be devoted to the expense of maintaining and operating such system. A 
monthly financial report shall be made to the Village Board by the Village 
Clerk/Treasurer.  



STORMWATER 21.04

21.04 BUDGET.

Annually, on or before November 15 of each year, the stormwater committee shall 
prepare and submit to the Village Board a proposed budget for the operation of the 
stormwater management services for the ensuing year. Upon approval of the Village 
Board, the budget shall constitute the budget for such stormwater management services 
for such year. This budget shall also be submitted to the residents of the Village in 
conjunction with the Village’s annual budget hearing. 

21.05 ACCOUNTABILTY. 

Annually, the stormwater committee shall cause an audit to be made of the stormwater 
management services and shall submit a report thereof to the Village Board.  

21.06 EXTENSIONS AND EMERGENCY EXPENDITURES.

All extensions to the stormwater management system shall be made by and under the 
direction of the Village Board. The stormwater committee shall have the power to 
authorize emergency repairs subject to ratification by the Village Board.  

21.07 AUTHORITY.

The Village, acting through the stormwater committee, may acquire, construct, lease, 
own, operate, maintain, extend, expand, replace, clean, dredge, repair, conduct, manage 
and finance such facilities, operations and activities, as are deemed by the Village to be 
proper and reasonably necessary for a system of storm and surface water management.  
These facilities may include, without limitation due to enumeration, surface and 
underground drainage facilities, sewers, watercourses, retaining walls, ponds, streets, 
roads, ditches and such other facilities as will support a stormwater management system.

21.08  DEFINITIONS.

(1) “Charge” means the fee imposed under this chapter for the rendering of 
stormwater management services by the Village.



STORMWATER 21.08

(2) “Equivalent runoff unit” or “ERU” is the basic unit by which a storm sewer charge 
is calculated under this chapter and is based upon the typical runoff volume of 
stormwater from one residential property during a 10 year, 24 hour rainfall event 
pursuant to the methodology developed by the National Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) as set forth in Technical Release – 55 publication (TR-55), and 
any amendments thereto.

(3) “Impervious area” means a surface which has been compacted or covered with a 
layer of material so that it is highly resistant to infiltration by rainwater. The term 
includes, without limitation due to enumeration, all areas covered by structures, 
roof extensions, patios, porches, driveways, loading docks and sidewalks, and 
semi-impervious surfaces such as compacted gravel, all as measured on a 
horizontal plane.

(4) “Dwelling unit” means a room or group of rooms including cooking 
accommodations, occupied by one family, and in which not more than two 
persons, other than members of the family, are lodged or boarded for 
compensation at any one time.

(5) “Single family unit” means any residential property, including manufactured 
homes, consisting of one dwelling unit.

(6) “Stormwater committee” means the committee established under this chapter for 
the purpose of managing stormwater and imposing charges for the recovery of 
costs connected with such stormwater management.

(7) “Undeveloped property” means property that is not developed by the addition of 
an improvement such as a building, structure, grading or substantial landscaping.  
A property shall be considered to be developed if:

(a) A certificate of occupancy has been issued for a building or structure on the 
property or, if no certificate of occupancy has been issued, upon substantial 
completion of construction or final inspection; or

(b) Construction of an improvement on the property is at least 50 per cent 
completed and such construction has ceased for a period of at least 3 
months, whether consecutive or not.



STORMWATER 21.09

21.09 RATES AND CHARGES.

(1) The basis for computation of the charge for stormwater services to lots and parcels 
of land within the Village is established under this section. The amount of charge 
to be imposed, the establishment of formulas for the calculation of charges, the 
creation of customer classifications for the imposition of charges, and changes in 
such charges, formulas and customer may be made by resolution. All charges 
established pursuant to this chapter shall be fair and reasonable. A schedule of 
current charges shall be maintained and on file in the office of the Village Clerk.

(2) Charges shall be imposed to recover all or a portion of the costs of the stormwater 
management. Such charges may include the following components:

(a) Base Charge. A base charge may be imposed on all property in the Village.  
The base charge is established in recognition of the fact that all properties 
in the Village receive services from the stormwater management activities 
of the Village and that all properties contribute to some degree to the 
stormwater discharge that must be managed by the Village. The base 
charge shall be assessed to collect the administrative costs of the 
stormwater committee and may include capital, operating and maintenance 
costs of the stormwater committee which are not recovered by other means.  

(b) Equivalent runoff unit charge (ERU). An equivalent runoff unit charge 
may be imposed on all property that contributes to stormwater run-off. The 
ERU charge shall be assessed based upon the property’s zoning 
classification, or, at the discretion of the Village Engineer, based upon the 
principal use of the property regardless of zoning classification.

21.10 CLASSIFICATIONS OF CUSTOMERS.

The Village Board may establish classifications other than the customer classifications 
under section 21.13 as will be likely to provide a reasonable and fair distribution of the 
costs of the stormwater management.

21.11 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE



STORMWATER 21.12

21.12 PAYMENT; LIEN; PENALTY.

(1) The Village hereby finds and determines that stormwater management charges 
established under this chapter reasonably reflect the services rendered to property 
and shall be levied and imposed on property as a special charge pursuant to 
§66.0627, Wis. Stats. Notice of the methodology and amounts that are used to 
calculate stormwater management charges shall be posted at three locations within 
the Village no later June 30th, and stormwater management charges shall be paid to 
the Village no later than August 31st. Stormwater management charges not paid 
by the due date shall be included in the next tax roll for collection and settlement 
under chapter 74, Wis. Stats. Stormwater management charges shall not be 
payable in installments.

21.13 CUSTOMER CLASSIFICATIONS.

(1) For the purpose of imposing the charges imposed under this chapter, all lots and 
parcels of land in the Village shall be classified into the following customer 
classifications:

CLASSIFICATIONS ERU

(a) Properties Zoned in One and Two 
Family Residence District, Mobile 
Home District, and Properties Located 
in Other Zoning Districts Where the 
Principal Use is Residential (one or 
two family).

1 ERU

(b) Properties Zoned in Multiple Family 
Residence District.

.5 ERU per each dwelling unit

(c) Properties Zoned in Business District 
A and Business District B

6.1 ERUs per acre

(d) Properties Zoned in Industrial District 5.1 ERUs per acre

(e) Properties Zoned in Institutional 
District

4.8 ERUs per acre

(f) Undeveloped Properties or Parkland 
Regardless of Zoning 

2.7 ERUs per acre



STORMWATER 21.17

(2) Exceptions to ERU Charges.

(a) Properties in which the principal use is agricultural, as determined by the 
Village Engineer, are exempt from ERU charges.

(b) A reduced ERU charge of 3.1 ERUs per acre may be extended as to any 
property where adequate stormwater facilities have already been 
constructed by the owner or developer as required by the Village.

21.14 NEW CONSTRUCTION.

(1) Except for one or two family units, a property owner shall be responsible for 
submitting a stormwater management service application at the time a building 
permit is issued or a site plan review is conducted. The application shall be made 
on a form prescribed by the Village and provided with each application for a 
building permit or application for site plan review. Failure to submit such 
stormwater utility service application or providing false information on such form 
shall be a violation of this chapter.

21.15 COMPLAINTS.

Complaints pertaining to whether the stormwater committee’s rates, rules or practices are 
unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory are to be made to the Public Service Commission 
in accordance with Chapters 66 and 196 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  

21.16 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE

21.17 PENALTY.

(1) A person violating section 21.14 shall, upon conviction, pay a forfeiture not to 
exceed $500 for each offense, in addition to the costs of prosecution which are 
allowed by law. Each day during which a violation exists shall constitute a 
separate offense.


